20                                  INTRODUCTION
I have tried to show you something of the extent and of
the splendour of the contribution which the Victorians
made to man's common and ever-growing heritage. I can
only hope (but with no very robust or confident faith) that
some successor of mine, fifty years hence, in this Chair, if he
is minded to take a survey from the same outlook of post-
Victorian times, may be able to say that their contribution
was comparable in the things that permanently enrich and
exalt mankind.